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#244 Recall When the Donald Was Taken Out
Published April 9, 2017

First-time readers, the dialogue in this blog is set in the future (sometime after the year
2020). Each entry assumes there has been a 5th revolution in the US -- the Revenge
Revolution. More about Revenge Revolution and author, Entry #1. List and general description
of entries to date. Annual assessment if Revolution plausible.
Note: most characters appear in a number of entries, with many entries building on previous
conversations. Profile of characters. You'll catch on quickly. Thanks for your time and
interest...and comments.
Scene: Jordan’s office, Washington, DC.
Gelly: "Jordan, the dynamic duo is here to see you – JC and Greenie.”
Jordan: "Well, well, well. What a surprise. What brings you
two? Pleasantries, I hope."
JC: "Not really.”
Greenie: "Pardon the manners of my buddy. Jordan, nice to see you. Do you have a few
minutes for us, please?”
Jordan: "Of course. Something happen? You guys look a bit troubled.”
Greenie: "I’m visiting JC for a few days. She offered to edit some of my articles
on the cause of the Revenge Revolution.”
JC: "So last night we finish the edits, then pour a couple glasses of wine and
watch a movie.”
Greenie: "But not just any movie. A classic…’Caine Mutiny.’”
Jordan: "Great movie. But so…?”
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JC: "So...Jordan, does Captain Queeg’s behavior in Caine Mutiny remind you of
anybody who used to be in Washington…you know, like…”
Jordan: "…like the Donald? Pardon me, president Trump.”
Greenie: "That’s what we thought too. Just that association brought back
memories of the early days of the Trump Administration. Watching the characters in the White
House was like watching Looney Tunes.”
JC: "I’d forgotten how wacko those guys in the White House really were…starting with the
Donald.”
Greenie: "Rather than looking for missing strawberries, old
president Queeg was looking for 3 million, no 5 million missing
votes.”
JC: "When Queeg couldn’t find the missing votes, he claimed some
other bizarre event…like his phone at Queeg Tower being tapped by
president Obama.”
Greenie: "When there was no evidence of a wiretap, he claimed the former Attorney General
broke the law by doing her job and should be put in jail.”
JC: "All the time, of course Trump was denying there was any contact
between his campaign and the Russians, despite overwhelming
evidence to the contrary.”
Greenie: "Finally, Queeg appoints his wet-behind-the-ears son-in-law
as executive officer in charge of the ship…and also appoints the
pretty-face, but ‘not-the-brightest bulb’ daughter, as key advisor.”
Jordan: "I’d forgotten how depressing and dangerous that situation was. Queeg, the White
House staff really…even many of the cabinet members had no clue. I remember thinking these
guys must have been charter members of the Incompetents Club and got together at some of
the club's meetings.”
Greenie: "Queeg….I mean Trump was really dangerous. What I think was
even worse – a lot of supposedly responsible people, including Republican
leadership in the House and Senate….didn’t want to admit how much
Queeg and staff really were out of control.”
JC: "So now you see why we’re upset?”
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Jordan: "Yes, but that was some years ago.”
JC: "Jordan, didn’t you see what was really happening with Trump?”
Jordan: "I saw it. It was just hard to believe and even harder to swallow.”
Greenie: "And probably easier to pretend it wasn’t really happening.”
JC: "Greenie, in fairness to Jordan, I’d like to tell you about a conversation
he and I had during the early days of Queeg’s Administration. At the time I
promised not to repeat it. Jordan, is it OK if I tell her?”
Jordan: "No harm now since its history.”
Greenie: "What are you guys talking about?”
JC begins to repeat a conversation she had with Jordan in spring 2017
Jordan: "JC, what do you suggest we do about the Trump Administration? It seems out of
control…and incredibly dangerous.”
JC: "You’re asking me? I thought you were one of the muckety mucks inside the Beltway. You
tell me what we should do.”
Jordan: "Well, I really hate to say this…I mean I’d better think about it.”
JC: "Quit stammering. What are you trying to say? Spit it out.”
Jordan: "The only way this chaos in the White House is going to get resolved is
by...by taking him out of office.”
JC: "You mean ‘taking him out’ the way I think you mean ‘taking him out’?”
Jordan: "Unfortunately, yes.”
JC: "Who’s going to do it?”
Jordan: "My view there are three likely players…hit people if you will.”
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JC: "Let me guess. One is the Russians, which seems like an obvious
choice. From what I can tell, they have him by the short hairs.”
Jordan: "Such a diplomat.”
JC: "Well, it’s true. How much money does he really owe them? And
what else do they have on him? Plus, Putin does not play nice. Another
candidate is the North Koreans. Kim what’s his name seems as bad a Putin…maybe
worse. How many family members has he killed?”
Jordan: "OK, who's number 3?”
JC: "Mexican drug dudes. These guys are ruthless and have no compulsion about taking out
family members, which unfortunately puts Melania and Baron at risk as well.”
Jordan: "The Mexicans were not on my list. You’re right, they should be.”
JC: "Then who’s your number 3…now number 4?”
Jordan: "That’s what bothers me the most.”
JC: "You thinking an inside job…like someone from one of the intelligence
agencies or the special ops guys in the military? Yikes, the thought of that
makes me squirm.”
Jordan: "It should make you squirm. But these guys see the Donald in situations we don’t. If
you listen carefully to some of the guys in the know about these agencies, they think he’s out of
control. Their job is to protect the country and the Constitution, not some individual, even the
president.”
Back to the current conversation
Greenie: "That must have been a sobering conversation.”
JC: "It was. But now all that's over. To end on a more positive note, the country
survived after president Queeg. Lots of turmoil and the Revenge Revolution but we
survived.”
Jordan: "Yes, we did survive. Now, you know what guys? I think we could all use a glass of
wine, including Gelly…and I’ll buy.”
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#245 Trump Taken Out – Why? Follow the Money
Scene: Gelly, JC and Greenie having drinks with Jordan following a session in Jordan’s
office. Conversation starts Entry #244.
Greenie: "Jordan, if you don’t mind, I’d like to continue the conversation we
began at the office. You know lots of the ins and outs of Washington…so why
did the Donald get taken out?”
Jordan: "Greenie, you’re more of an insider than I am.”
JC: "Jordan, quit stalling and just answer Greenie’s question, please.”
Gelly: "Yes, please. I’m interested, too.”
Jordan: "Simple. Well, maybe not so simple…but easy to understand. It’s the
old adage of ‘Just follow the money.’”
Greenie: "You think Trump was on the take when he was president? Surely
not.”
Jordan: "Unlikely he was on the take per se…like Flynn and Manafort were on
the take. But Trump was up to his eyeballs in debt.”
Gelly: "I thought he was some kind of billionaire several times over. I mean with all those
hotels and properties that he owned.”
JC: "I hear you Jordan. How much do you think he owed on those
properties…and to whom?”
Greenie: "A lot of the stories written long before he became a presidential
candidate suggest his record as a developer was questionable at best. How
many times did he go bankrupt? And didn’t he stiff a bunch of major US
banks?”
JC: "Why didn’t he ever release his tax returns? The excuse about being audited was sheer
baloney. Besides why didn’t he release his 2016 return when he sent it in? The
IRS doesn’t start any audit until you file a return.”
Gelly: "So you guys think he was heavily in debt. If so, like JC said, money owed
to whom?”
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Jordan: "I realize it’s a while ago but think back before the election in 2016. There was strong
evidence of people involved in the transition had links to Russian banks and to the Bank of
Cyprus, which was notorious at the time as a haven for laundering money.”
JC: "What was that guy on the transition team
who had been some high-level dude at Bank of
Cyprus?”
Greenie: "That guy became what was it…Secretary of…?”
Jordan: "…Commerce. You mean Wilbur Ross?”
Greenie: "That’s the guy.”
Gelly: "Then are you saying then that the Russians took out Trump?”
Jordan: "Not necessarily. As JC said in the office, the Russians had
the Donald by the short hairs.”
Greenie: "Really, JC, such a nice girl like you. You need to clean up
your language.”
JC: "What else do you want to call it? It’s true.”
Gelly: "If the Russians took him out, then wouldn’t they would lose their leverage with
him? Plus, maybe never get their money?”
Greenie: "Agree, except maybe they still had their leverage.”
Gelly: "I don’t get what you mean?”
Greenie: "Remember a couple of months into the term when he did
180 degree turn on the Russians? In just a few days the Russian went
from good guys to bad guys…or at least that’s what the
Administration wanted us to think.”
Jordan: "Good point, Greenie. I’ve always been suspicious about the
sudden change in attitude. And, then, within a day or so of the
change in attitude, Secretary of State Tillerson is at the Kremlin and has a private, unscheduled,
undocumented two-hour meeting with Putin. That meeting doesn’t smell right. How much of a
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bad-ass could Tillerson have been? Just a couple of years before, Putin gave Tillerson a Russian
Order of Friendship medal.”
JC: "Whatever the Administration was trying to do, one thing's for certain. Trump was like a
spinning top. He changed positions constantly. We never knew where he
stood…or what he was thinking.”
Gelly: "Or even if he was thinking.”
Jordan: "Good one Gelly.”
Greenie: "I agree Trump’s change of position on the Russians might have been a
diversion. Think about the growing pressure from the investigations into Russian influence on
the election. The Senate’s investigation was just starting. He had every reason to try to make
Congress and the public think he was being tough on the Russians.”
JC: "Let’s say the diversionary tactic was true. But what happens if the Donald then balks at
paying his debt? If he balks, then the Russians lose very little by talking him out?”
Gelly: "Seems to me that once he realized he could use the military to his
advantage – look at how he puffed up his chest using the military in Syria and
to threaten North Korea – maybe he thought he could intimidate the Russians
as well…and then he could walk away from the debt without any
consequence.”
Jordan: "I agree he might have thought he could give the proverbial finger to
the Russians and walk away…but that’s not how it works.”
Waiter: “Excuse me, folks, would you care for another round of wine?”
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#246 Who Took Out the Donald?
Scene: Gelly, JC and Greenie having drinks with Jordan following a session in Jordan’s
office. Conversation starts Entry #244.
Waiter delivers a round of drinks.
Greenie: "I have a request, please.”
JC: "And that is…?”
Greenie: "Before we get mired in more Beltway BS, I’d like to propose a toast to the Steak &
Shake and the Custard Cup.”
Gelly: "Huh? A toast? I’ve heard of Steak & Shake…in fact
I’ve eaten there…but the Custard Cup? What’s that?”
Jordan: "The Custard Cup is a mom-and-pop ice cream
stand. But not just any mom-and-pop ice cream stand. It
has the best…all caps on ‘THE’…best ice cream I’ve had
anywhere, period.”
JC: "I agree. Even though I’m not an ice cream fan…”
Greenie: "…can you believe it, she doesn’t like ice cream.”
JC: "As I was saying, even though I’m not a big ice cream fan, the Custard Cup is
king of the ice-cream hill.”
Gelly: "So where is this joint?”

Greenie: "Ice cream stand, please. Custard Cup is not a joint. The Custard Cup is a
couple of blocks from where JC grew up. In fact it was well within a mile of where
Jordan lived and where I lived growing up.”
Gelly: "So a neighborhood hangout, huh?”
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Jordan: "More than the neighborhood.”
Greenie: "A toast to the Steak & Shake and especially the Custard Cup.”
Jordan: "Hear, hear.”
JC: "Alright, now that the sidebar is over, back to the mystery of who took out the
Donald.”
Greenie: "Ya know, I think it’s the group we’d rather not think about.”
Jordan: "You mean not the Russians, not the North Koreans, and not the Mexican drug lords.”
JC: "You’re thinking inside job?”
Greenie: "I’m still not sure about the Russians but the more I think about it,
the North Koreans and Mexican drug lords seem out of the picture.”
Jordan: "Why’d you drop them from the list?”
Greenie: "Had the Trump Administration not acted like Looney Tunes characters, I would have
left them on the list. But behavior by the Trump family…and even by some of the so-called
adults on the Cabinet was so unprofessional. Bizarre is not the right word, because it was
worse than bizarre. But I can’t think of the right word.””
Gelly: "You think there was an incident that tipped the scale for the
CIA…or whoever the responsible inside group was?”
Greenie: "Yes, and I’m not sure the public appreciated the
significance of how the event affected the country’s credibility
among world leaders, friend and foe.”
JC: "What was the event?”
Greenie: "In my view, for the serious government officials who actually help protect the
country, the scales tipped when the Trump Administration…the president, the Secretary of
Defense and the head of the National Security Agency…I’ll ignore press secretary…all claimed
that the aircraft carrier what’s-its-name was part of an armada ‘steaming’ toward North Korea
when actually it was ‘steaming’ away from North Korea toward Australia.”
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JC: "I agree, Greenie. That erroneous claim had to be one of the biggest screw-ups in American
history. The statements were not an intentional lie to deceive the enemy, like
you might have had in WWII. These guys were trying to intimidate North Korea
but just did not know what was going on.”
Gelly: "That was really a ‘duh’ moment for me and I suspect many people. It’s
not as if there was no way to track the aircraft carrier and what, a couple of
destroyers? I mean, doesn’t the US have satellites, airplanes and even such lowtech things called radios?”
JC: "Jordan, you’ve been around these beltway guys for a while. You’ve even been in the
White House. What were these guys thinking? No one checked to make sure the claim was
right? You’re pronouncing to the world a major strike force is headed to North Korea and no
one checks the facts? Even worse, when they did find out the mistake, no one corrected it
publicly.”
Jordan: "Must have been an interesting conversation in the
Oval Office after someone pointed out the mistake. ‘Let’s see,
if we just ignore telling the public we made a mistake, no one
will find out. Those ships are in a big ocean. Who’s going to
see them?’”
JC: "That might have worked when countries had an armada,
as the Donald called it…but not in the 21st Century. C’mon guys. Wake up.”
Greenie: "Ok, we need to ask if there was a tipping point other than the claims about the
wrong-way armada. What about a series of events that might have tipped the scales?”
Jordan: "I suppose one could point to any number of single events or series of
events demonstrating stupid-is-as-stupid-does behavior. But I think for most
people, there’s usually a single incident that tips the scale.”
Greenie: "I agree. Think about relationships with other people, feelings about
a restaurant…whatever. You go along and go along with a less-than-satisfactory relationship
and then at some point you say to yourself, ‘Enough, already. No more.’”
Jordan: "And, I agree the wrong-way armada was probably what triggered the CIA to take
action.”
JC: "Bad pun, Jordan.”
Waiter: “Would you folks like to order some food?”
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#247 Who Took Out Howdy Doody…err the Donald? (Part 4)
Waiter: “Would you folks like to order some food?”
JC: "Yes, we would…right Jordan?”
Greenie: "I agree, although I’d prefer some hors d'oeuvres to a full dinner.”
Jordan: "So what do you guys want?”
Waiter takes order.
Gelly: "I’m still a bit confused about who took out the Donald.”
Greenie: "Do you agree it probably wasn’t the North Koreans or the Mexican drug lords?”
Gelly: "Yes, either one of those groups seems unlikely, now, although I must say both seemed
to be reasonable candidates at first.”
Greenie: "Then if we stick to our list, that leaves the Russians or someone, some group inside
the US government.”
Gelly: "I guess that’s what’s confusing me. I agree Trump was like a water
bug when it came to international policies – he’d head off in one direction
one second and then quickly shift to another direction. But other than some
blustery talk about bombing North Korea and the infamous wrong-way
destroyer claim, he never caused any turbulence below the surface. The
diplomats and the professionals somehow handled the foreign-policy
issues.”
JC: "So you think the real danger was on the domestic side…to US citizens and the fabric of the
country, right?”
Gelly: "Seems to me that some of the Trump proposals, if implemented as
drafted, would have completely split the country. Even though some of the
crazier the ideas were eventually watered down, we still had the Revenge
Revolution. Just how much carnage would there have been if had not been
taken out?”
JC: "Jordan, your turn. You’ve been awfully quiet.”
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Jordan: "I agree the damage domestically could have been much worse had the Donald stayed
in office. Not worse than nuclear war, which I thought we might have for a while. Fortunately,
some cooler heads among the military top brass really got control of the all the nasty
weapons.”
Gelly: "Ya’ know, it’s probably not fair, but when I think of Trump as president I think of Howdy
Doody.”
Greenie: "That’s great. Howdy Doody…and with a bad haircut! What a
great picture. Now, as I think about it, I can’t decide whether to laugh or
cry. Maybe I should do both.”
JC: "Back to you Jordan. You’re a big dog inside the Beltway. I mean you
get calls from POTUS, visit the White House. What really went on?”
Jordan: "I was not part of the ‘in’ crowd during the Trump Administration.”
JC: "C’mon. Staffers and guys like you all know one another. What went on? Who took him
out?”
Jordan: "I’ll give you my take but your buddy here, Greenie, might know more than I do. She’s
the real insider.”
Greenie: "Thanks for the compliment…but it’s been a while since I was an
insider. Anyway, I want to hear your take.”
Jordan: "I think Gelly’s right. Trump was like Howdy Doody. A small group of
puppeteers were pulling the strings and he would react accordingly…often
without thinking or even understanding.”
Gelly: "I know I said Howdy Doody, but wasn’t he smart enough to realize what was going on?”
Jordan: "I don’t know what his IQ was but I do know he was woefully uneducated about a wide
range of subjects…and especially about government. I’m not sure he even read, let alone
opened, the Constitution. His knowledge of geography was breathtakingly and embarrassingly
awful.”
Gelly: "Didn’t he have an MBA from some top school? What was the name of it?”
JC: "Wharton.”
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Gelly: "That’s it, Wharton. I remember he claimed he graduated first in his class.”
JC: "Maybe first in not studying and first in narcissism. But he’s no one’s
academic. And I’m sure Wharton would rather not admit he’s an alum.”
Greenie: "You know the tell-tale signs of his lack of education were his
statements that ‘Who knew health care could be so complicated?’ and ‘Being
president is more difficult than I imagined.’”
JC: "Duh, Donald, you been living in a cave? What really scared me was I’m not sure he had
any idea of what was really going on…other than playing golf at Mar-a-Lago.”
Greenie: "Then the Howdy Doody president introduces two absolutely off-the-wall proposals –
replacement for Obamacare and a tax plan. Both would have resulted in huge transfers of
wealth to the already wealthy, including the Donald.”
Gelly: "What about letting oil and gas companies drill willy-nilly on public land? We sure didn’t
need any more oil or gas.”
Greenie: "He claimed his actions were for job creation. That claim was a ruse, if he ever
understood what he was proposing.”
JC: "Back to you, again, Jordan. Who took him out? If not the CIA, who else should we put on
the list?”
Waiter: “Excuse me. Here’s your hors d'oeuvres.”
Jordan (to waiter): "Thank you. Just one check and give it to me, please.”
JC: "Thanks Jordan but just because we’ve got food and you picked up the tab
doesn’t mean you’re off the hook. Who besides the CIA could have done it?”
Jordan: "What I heard is a couple of black-hole guys directed by the top-level
adults inside NSA.”
Gelly: "If that’s the case, what happened to the Secret Service?”
Jordan: "They were likely told to discreetly disappear for a few minutes.”
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JC: "More like, if you don’t disappear voluntarily, then you, too, will
disappear.”
Jordan: "I suspect that’s about how the conversation went. Greenie, what
have you heard?”
Greenie: "I’d say your story’s about right.”
JC: "Unfortunately, taking out the Donald didn’t stop the Revenge
Revolution.”
Greenie: "But as we talked about, can you imagine how much worse it would have been had he
stayed in office? I shudder to think of it.”
Voice: “Folks, you’re right about how bad it could have been. But some of your story is wrong.”

#248 Who Took Out the Donald? (Part 5)
Scene: Restaurant Washington, DC near Jordan's office. Jordan, Gelly (Jordan's assistant) and
two long-time friends having drinks and hors d'oeuvres.
Voice: You’re right about how much worse the Revenge Revolution could have been. But the
‘who-done-it’ part is wrong.”
Gelly: “And you are?”
Sandy: "Well, I was at the next table and couldn’t help but hear the
conversation. And, you got a key part of it wrong.”
Gelly: "Like I said, ‘who are you?’”
Sandy: "Actually your buddy here…Jordan…knows me.”
Jordan: "C’mon, how would I know you?”
Sandy: "Let me give you a hint.”
Jordan: "Wait…Sandy?”
Sandy: "You got it Jordan. So I’ve lost some weight…”
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Jordan: "…and grown a goatee. You look good. But what brings a guy like you to
Washington? This is not your kind of town.”
Sandy: "Work here now. Work for the…”
Jordan: "...don’t tell us. Let me guess…the NRA. Right?”
Sandy: "Yes, and loving every minute of it.”
JC: "Could you guys do us a favor and let us in on your secret. Who are you,
Mr. NRA?”
Sandy: "Obviously you don’t remember me but we’ve met before. Your name's something like
‘JC’, right? And I’ve also met you (pointing to Greenie). Your name is some color…but I’ve
forgotten what color.”
Greenie: "Greenie. I vaguely remember you. JC and I were having dinner with
Jordan and we ran into you in the restaurant.”
Sandy: "You got it. And the third member of the female trio is…?”
Gelly: "Gelly. Nice to meet you Sandy…at least I think so.”
Jordan: "Sandy, tell us what you think’s wrong about our theory of who took out the Donald.”
Sandy: "Like usual, you pointy heads…you know I like you Jordan, but you are a pointy
head…you’re making it too complicated.”
JC: "In defense of Jordan, which I don't do often, how’s it too complicated?”
Sandy: "I agree the Russians, the CIA and even the FBI are good candidates to
have taken out the Donald. There were way too many loose cannons on the
White House staff and all the agency insiders got real nervous.”
Greenie: "You mean loose cannons in the White House like General Flynn?”
Sandy: "He was borderline crazy and only out for himself. His ego and greed got in the way of
any rational thinking.”
JC: "I agree there’s probably a bunch of other candidates who would qualify as
incompetent…but who’s on your list of dangerous characters?”
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Sandy: "Rather than listing individuals, think about what Trump and his staff did…or at least
tried to do for themselves. Not do for Trump supporters, let alone do something for the
populous, but just for themselves.”
Greenie: "You mean like completely gutting healthcare for worker bees and transferring a
bunch of money to themselves. Everybody from doctors to Warren Buffett thought the House’s
version of Trumpcare was terrible. And the Donald and staff praised it, even gloated over it. I
still remember the picture from the Rose Garden. Yuck! What else?”
Gelly: "Yeah, you mean the one-page tax plan that transferred even more money to the
wealthy…and who knows how much was going to be transferred directly in the pockets of the
Trump’s and the Kushner’s.”
JC: "You mean like gutting all the environmental protection so Trump’s so-called Secretary of
State could reward his buddies at Exxon by allowing then to drill willy-nilly drilling on Federal
land?”
Sandy: "And I’ll tell you one that might get me
fired from my current employer. Proposing that a
concealed carry permit in any state must be
honored nationwide was incredibly stupid.”
JC: "Am I dreaming? A NRA guy is actually saying
what I just heard?”
Sandy: "Yes, I said it. That proposal would have
allowed some local official in who-knows-where
Wyoming with a population of 8,000 to have
power over the mayor of NY City with a population of 8,000,000.”
Greenie: "Wow, I’m impressed you feel that way. Maybe this guy is all right after all.”
Sandy: "Look, even in the wild west, you had to check firearms in
certain locations. The wild west guys seemed to know more about the
dangers of firearms than the dodo birds in the White House.”
Gelly: "So where’s this conversation going? Seems as if we’re off
track. I mean, like who killed JR? Well, more like…”
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JC: "…more like who took out the Donald? So Sandman, who do you think took out the
Donald?”
Sandy: "A couple of regular guys. Maybe not regular guys by your standards, but hey, regular
to me.”
Greenie: "Are these NRA kinda guys?”
Sandy: "Big time.”
Jordan: "Former military?”
Sandy: "Special forces and then some.”
Gelly: "But weren’t these kinda guys big Trump supporters in the 2016 election? So why would
they take him out?”
Sandy: "You listed all the reasons – tried to repeal health care, tried
to give more tax breaks to the wealthy, tried to gut EPA. The
supporters felt stabbed in the back."
JC: "But those actions seem to be the very reasons these guys voted
for Trump in the first place. What changed?”
Sandy: "Remember that French lady who said something about
letting the starving peasants eat cake?”
JC: "You mean Marie Antoinette.”
Sandy: "That’s the one. And you know where she ended up."
JC: "Maybe heads should have rolled at the White House
sooner. Sorry, that was too easy."
Sandy: "As I was saying, Trump’s let-tem-eat cake moment…really two
moments…were when the worker bees started to realize he wasn’t
delivering on the promise of higher-paying jobs. The types of jobs he
promised never came back. And then the tax proposals that kept
funneling money to his family.”
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Greenie: "Not to be a stick-in-the-mud, but making the first family rich has happened the last
few administrations…and probably a lot longer.”
Sandy: "I know, but at least the other guys didn’t try to get rich while in
office. Trump supporters didn’t want to believe at first what was really
happening. But when the tax returns got released, the evidence was in blackand-white. All but the blind could see what was happening.”
Gelly: "So the Trump supporters are not making any progress financially and the Donald and
family are getting richer by the day.”
Sandy: "All those excuses about not being able to not release tax returns…all BS and a
smokescreen to hide the truth about where the money came from and how much he was
raking in.”
Greenie: "So, now the initial Trump supporters are getting very upset. Then, these so-called
regular guys…at least by NRA standards…decide to take out the Donald. Jordan, you buy
Sandy’s theory?”

#249 Who Took Out the Donald? (Part 6)
Greenie: "Jordan, you buy Sandy’s story?”
Jordan: "Sandy’s story is plausible. But I don’t think he’s right.”
Sandy: "OK, why not?”
Jordan: "A couple of Special Forces guys taking out Trump is plausible, but…”
Sandy: "So, you don’t like my logic?”
Jordan: "I didn’t say that.”
Sandy: "Then why not Special Forces? What’s wrong with that? A couple of
buddies of mine from the black hole told me.”
Jordan: "Sandy, you and I know better. Guys in the black hole don’t
talk…at least not outside a very small group. And no insult to you, but I
don’t think you’re in that group.”
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Greenie: "OK, Jordan, if Sandy’s story isn’t right, then who did take out the Donald?”
Jordan: "My best guess is the FBI.”
Greenie: "Why?”
Jordan: "Just think back to how Trump insulted the FBI as an agency…and then fired the head
of the FBI, James Comey.”
JC: "In the course of a few days, Trump also embarrassed, more like stabbed in the back,
second in command at Department of Justice. What was his name?”
Greenie: "Rod Rosenstein. Such a nice boy.”
JC: "You sound like his mother, already.”
Jordan: "So Trump fires Comey but does not have the courtesy to call the
guy before he makes it public.”
Sandy: "Didn’t Trump have some body guard deliver the message to FBI
HQ?”
JC: "The delivery boy was a former body guard that Trump promoted to
head of Oval Office security, or White House security, or some title like that. Whatever the
title, he was a thug in a suit guarding the Oval Office.”
Greenie: "Let’s keep going down the FBI trail. Trump fires Comey. But the
rationale for the firing kept changing. I can’t remember how many times.”
JC: "At first, I think Trump cited some letter from Rosenstein or Sessions
that claimed the FBI had mishandled the Clinton email investigation. Trump
also claimed morale at the FBI was terrible and it was Comey’s poor
leadership.”
Greenie: "Except right after that claim the acting director of the FBI said morale at the FBI was
very good and Comey highly respected…in public testimony before Congress, no less.”
JC: "Then Donnie Boy changed the story again and claimed he’d been unhappy for some time
and thinking of firing him. Right, Donnie, Comey got you in the White House. How quickly you
forgot.”
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Greenie: "And along the way with the ever-changing story, Trump
claimed Comey was a showboat and publicity hound. Pardon
me? Looks who’s calling the kettle black. No one was more of a
showboat that the Donald. Mr. P.T. Barnum reincarnated. The
Donald always had to be at the center of the ring.”
Sandy: "I get why you’re leaning toward the FBI. Plus, I’ll bet the
FBI had lots of tapes and other info about Trump and staff dealing
with the Russians.”
Greenie: "I agree with your logic...and that I think was the real
reason for the firing. And Trump's threat of having unfavorable tapes about Comey was
laughable. But, if you’re the FBI, why not wait for Congressional committees to complete their
investigations? If there were a clear connection to Russia, Congress could impeach him.”
Jordan: “I think there was more than ample evidence. Congress should have started
impeachment proceedings. But the Mitch McConnell and the head of the Senate Committee,
Richard Burr…”
JC: "…from your great state of North Carolina…”
Jordan: "…Please, NC is not my great state. Anyway McConnell and Burr really
sat on their hands so the investigation crawled along. The House committee
was even worse.”
JC: "That’s what I’ve never understood. As I recall, McConnell was re-elected in 2014
and Burr in 2016. They both had plenty of time before the next election. Why tie your wagon
to a liar? Why not do the right thing for the country?”
Jordan: "I’ll never understand it either. Either McConnell was like a deer in the headlight or
had no kahunas.”
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Greenie: "I think both. Burr was more like
McConnell’s lackey. Certainly not like the NC
senator during Watergate, Sam Ervin.” (Copy of
Kevin Siers cartoon from Charlotte Observer.)
Jordan: "I don’t understand either. However,
among the adults inside the Beltway, there was
a real concern that Trump was out of
control. In fact, so out of control he really had
no idea what was going on.”
Greenie: "I know there are lots of examples of unusual statements.”
JC: "You mean lies, right?”
Greenie: "Well, lies too. But statements where Trump
seemed to have no clue about the topic. Then he’d tried
to cover his lack of knowledge with some statement,
which often turned out to be head scratching.”
JC: "An example come to mind?”
Greenie: "Ya’ know, for some reason the incident I’m
thinking about never got much coverage. Maybe it was the topic or maybe all the other noise
going on at the time.”
Sandy: "So what’s the situation?”
Greenie: "Discussion, I think in the White House but I can’t remember for sure. Anyway the
topic centers on linking affordable health care and economic growth.”
JC: "Let me guess. Trump states that health insurance costs the average family maybe $100
per month…no $200 per month.”
Greenie: "Try $15 a month. Then he rattles off some other economic statistics that are grossly
wrong. And sitting at the conference table are the head of HHS and the Treasury guy…you
know the one from Goldman Sachs. And do they correct him?”
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JC: "Of course not. The king had spoken.”
Sandy: "Alright, you’re making me a believer about the FBI. You think he
was really that much out of control?”
Jordan: "For the FBI, the icing on the cake, as it were, was Trump’s
willingness to tell lies and make no effort to make any correction. Barely
100 days into the Trump Administration, there had been so many lies that
no one could be trusted…White House spokespeople and certainly not Trump.”
Greenie: "So the FBI must get a sense that the chaos in the White House could start spreading
throughout the government, and then spread throughout the country. Widespread chaos
almost always leads to one...a revolution. So given that risk, Trump was taken out. All in favor
of the FBI, raise your hands.”
Sandy: "Unfortunately we still had a revolution. Admittedly, it probably would have been
much worse if the FBI…or somebody…had not taken action. And speaking of taking action, I
need to go. Nice to see you all again.”
JC: "Nice to see you. Say goodbye Sandy.”
Greenie: "Goodbye Sandy.”
JC: "Gelly, you've been awfully quiet. Everything OK?"
Gelly: "Just listening and I'm fine, thanks. May we order some coffee, please?”
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#250 Who Took Out the Donald? (Part 7)
Scene: Restaurant Washington, DC near Jordan's office. Jordan, Gelly (Jordan's assistant) and two
long-time friends having drinks and hors d'oeuvres.
Jordan: "Gelly, good idea about ordering coffee. Waiter, when you get a chance, I’ll
take the check, please.”
Gelly: "So, Jordan, I’ve been listening to your rationale about the FBI taking out the
Donald. I agree the idea seems plausible, even logical, but…”
JC: "…excuse me for interrupting, Gelly. I agree with you. Plausible, yes. Likely,
maybe. But what else info do you have to support the argument?
Jordan: "Greenie, where are you in this?”
Greenie: "I’m all ears waiting for more of your rationale.”
Jordan: "OK. If you guys buy-in so far...and it seems as if there’s more than enough evidence already to
support my argument…”
JC: "Get to the point, please.”
Jordan: "Tough crowd. And tell me why I’m buying dinner?
Greenie: "We like you Jordan. We just want you to quit wandering.”
Jordan: "What convinced me the FBI realized they needed to take out the Donald was his repeated
public implications that Comey was either lying or, as he told the Russians, that Comey was some kind of
‘nut case.’ It’s not smart to belittle the well-respected head of an agency that’s investigating you,
especially if it’s the FBI.”
Greenie: "I recall Trump calling Comey a nut case…to the Russians no less…but don’t
recall him claiming Comey was lying.”
Jordan: "Trump was a master of one thing – false implication.”
Gelly: "At least he was a master of something.”
Greenie: "Nice jab, Gelly.”
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Jordan: "I recall…must have been the second week when all the Comey stories
broke…that Trump started rambling during a press conference with some non-critical
head-of-state and made some strong implications that Comey had lied. That was a
few days after he implied there were tapes implicating Comey.”
Greenie: "Of course, Trump never produced the tapes. In fact, from what I
understand from the few people I still know in the right places, the FBI was likely
taping Trump’s conversations. I don’t know if the Donald ever understood how
sophisticated the FBI technology was for listening in on conversations.”
Gelly: "What about Trump’s calls to Comey to get the FBI to
drop investigating Trump’s staff’s dealing with the Russians?”
Greenie: "You’d think a president would know not to try to
influence the group investigating him. What did he think
Comey was going to do?”
JC: "Remember, he’s Trump. He’s the center of the universe
and everyone else revolves around him. He probably
thought Comey would act like all the other munchkins Trump
employs or calls a friend…do what the boss man wants and don’t ask question.”
Greenie: "Did he realize the government doesn’t operate like a family-held business? Apologies for the
rhetorical question.”
Gelly: "Look, I’m not the brightest crayon in the
box but I look like a genius compared to Trump.”
Jordan: "Don’t sell yourself short Gelly. I
shouldn’t have been surprised but what really
frustrated me was the lack of meaningful action
by Trump’s staff.”
Greenie: "You talking the big-dog staff or the
munchkins like Sean Spicer and his what’s-hername assistant press secretary?”
JC: "You mean that Conway bimbo?”
Greenie: "No, Conway wasn’t the assistant press secretary. She was Ms. Alternative Facts. She was
awful, too. Anyway, doesn’t matter now what her name was.”
Jordan: "I meant the big-dog staff, agency heads like Tillerson and Mattis. Plus Speaker of the House
Ryan and Senate Majority Leader McConnell. These guys were supposedly adults.”
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JC: "So instead of being adults, these guys played
hide-and-seek behind some fence. In the
meantime, Trump got more and more out of
control.”
Jordan: "I don’t know what the agency heads or
Congressional leaders were waiting on before taking
action against but they could not have been that
blind.”
Greenie: "Politics before country was their mantra.”
Gelly: "So…and I know we’ve touched on a number of issues…so, when one assessed the risks of
Trump’s crazy behavior and matched that behavior against the lack of action by either cabinet officials
or leaders in Congress, the FBI concluded the Donald had to be taken out. And then the FBI took him
out, right?”
Jordan: "Gelly, you got it. Great summary. And with that I need to go. Later,
guys.”
(Unison): “Bye Jordan. Thanks for dinner.”
JC: "Now that he’s gone, let’s start talking about stuff that really matters.”
Greenie: "You mean like, Gelly, how are the kids?”

End of “Who Took Out the Donald” for posts thru May 2017. Likely more to come.
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January 2020 Update
The last entry in the series “Who Took Out the Donald was dated 2017, not quite five months into the
Trump Administration. The series was written as a retrospective taking place sometime in the decade of
the 2020s, after the Revenge Revolution.
After rereading the entries, the underlying theme of the series seems to be valid. For example, the chaos
at the White House continues and, if anything, has a ratcheted up several notches. The description of
Trump behavior being the result of someone else pulling his strings, much like Howdy Doody, also seems
appropriate.
Adding to the chaos is the turnover of senior officials. Many replacements remain as “acting,” never
having been submitted to the Senate for approval. Even with “acting” status, the appointees have
focused on implementing policies that are contrary to the purpose of the agency. The head of the EPA,
rather than working to protect the environment, has actively sought to eliminate regulations that
severely limited air or water pollution.
The Department of Justice, under which FBI falls, is now headed by William P. Barr, who replaced Jeff
Sessions. Barr seems to have been nominated because he promoted the theory that can best be
described as “Trump is king” whose actions, therefore, cannot be prosecuted for any reason while in
office. While there has been no public confirmation, it appears likely that Barr has stopped, or
drastically slowed, any efforts within the FBI to investigate Trump and/or the Trump family for illicit
activities.
Mike Pompeo, the former congressman from Kansas, who headed the CIA during the early days of the
Trump Administration, became Secretary of State after Rex Tillerson was fired by Trump. The new head
of the CIA, Gina Haspel, has kept a low profile, but based on lack of independence of other cabinet
members, likely has not made any serious effort to investigate links between Trump and the Russians, or
any other foreign government.
In Spring 2019, Robert Mueller issued a very damning report about various Trump activities. The
evidence seemed to suggest far more illicit activity by Trump than Mueller stated publicly. Part of the
problem for Mueller, former head of the FBI, was the requirement to work through Department of
Justice and AG Barr. Before Mueller was able to issue his report, Barr issued a statement exonerating
Trump, which was contrary to the report. What remains unknown is how much of the report was
squashed by Barr.
In 2019:Q3/Q4, the House Intelligence Committee held closed door and then public hearings about
Trump's effort to withhold military funds for Ukraine. The funds had been approved by the House and
were designated to help fight Russian aggression in Ukraine. Trump wanted funds withheld unless the
incoming Ukrainian president announced an investigation into “corruption” by the son of Joe Biden. Joe
Biden was and continues to be Trump's most likely the opponent in the 2020 presidential election. The
request was merely to announce an investigation, not necessarily to initiate one. Trump could then use
the announcement as “proof” of corruption by the Biden family.
Throughout the Mueller investigation and during the hearings but the House Intelligence Committee,
Trump publicly and repeatedly denigrated members of the FBI, CIA, State Department and the military.
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Some long-standing, highly respected government employees, diplomats and decorated military
personnel were referred to by Trump as “scum.”
In addition to continuing to claim two key national security agencies, the FBI and CIA, were not credible,
Trump overrode a decision of the military justice system. Trump, who has no military experience of any
kind, pardoned a Navy SEAL who had been convicted of a crime and who the Navy was seeking to retire
or remove from the service. Rather than support the Navy’s position, Trump promoted the SEAL as a
“true warrior.”
While any publicly reported individual action by Trump would not seem to justify “taking out the
Donald,” when Trump's actions are combined, he could be viewed as a legitimate threat to US security,
thus making more plausible the idea of the need to be “taken out.” When I wrote the original entries, I
thought he would have been “taken out” by now.
However, the accuracy, let alone timing, of these kinds of events is hard to predict. At this stage of the
administration, one of the mitigating factors for not taking him out is the 2020 election. If Trump is not
re-elected, then the public will have taken him out.
If Trump is re-elected, then the people who are truly responsible for the country’s national security will
likely feel compelled to act. My assumption? I'm still sticking with the original entries. Trump will get
taken out before the end of his first term.
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Introduction: About the Blog and the Author
As the title of the blog notes, I believe the United States is headed for another revolution,
probably by CY2020. As a country we seem to have a revolution about every 50 years. Here’s
my count of the revolutions.
1. Revolution against British rule, which did not end until the War of 1812
2. Internal revolution, or Civil War, 1861-1865
3. Industrial revolution – say 1910-1917 – combination of an influx of foreign immigrants and
migration from farms to cities
4. Rights revolution, civil rights, women’s
rights, environmental rights occurred late
1960’s, early 1970’s
5. Fifth revolution, which I have labeled the
‘Revenge Revolution,’ which is what this
blog is all about.
While I believe a revolution of sorts is
inevitable, how we as a country manage the
revolution will determine the amount of
violence and bloodshed. I’ve designed the blog
to lay out what I think are the issues, explain
in what I hope are understandable terms, and
then offer practical solutions.
The solutions are woven into a story. We all seem to learn more effectively with stories. I hope
you find these stories interesting and helpful in understanding topics and proposed
solutions. Doubtless you will not agree with all the proposed solutions…but at least you will have
been presented another perspective.
Some of the stories seem more personal in nature and less about policy. I am including these
segments because we are all products of our environment. We cannot divorce completely
professional lives from our personal lives and background.
If you have a political bent leaning strongly left or right, you're likely to be disappointed in some
of the proposed solutions. The goal is to present problems and solutions in an understandable
way. Some solutions might lean more right; others might lean more left. I'm not keeping score
about which side has more solutions. I hope you don't try to keep score either.
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If you are a stickler for details, then read no farther. I’ve done my homework and the data are
sound enough. If you want to nitpick, OK. But you’ll be missing the point. Listen to people
making policy decisions in the United States. Whether voters or elected officials, few grasp the
basics of an issue. The real world operates using less than perfect information.
I also decided my character in the story should be an assumed name. Why? To
provide more freedom to address issues without the reader immediately
assuming some sort of bias on my part.
The character name, "Jordan Abel" evolved one day. As far as the names and
traits of the characters, like any author, I suppose, these are based in part on people
one knows. If you are a friend and recognize yourself, don't take the character too seriously. The
topic is serious but using you as a base for the character was convenient.
We all have quirks and it was much easier to write with someone in mind than to construct a
character. Besides, even the seeming "bad guys" in this blog have some positive traits. Keep
reading, you'll turn out OK...and I will deny to everyone else that you are the model for the
character.
Where is this blog going? I don't know. I intend to keep writing. National politics and personal
issues provide an endless source of material. I also hope that my prediction about an armed
revolution in the US is exaggerated. However, from everything that is happening in the US, I think
a revolution is inevitable.
If no one reads the blog, that's OK. Just starting the blog and the writing has been great fun...and
at times cathartic. If you are a reader, I hope you enjoy it and I hope, on occasion, to provoke
you to think about issues a bit differently. Thanks for your time. John R. Dabels for Jordan Abel
Original blog entry, December 2013
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